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FORWARD

It is the lost hour, the sunsef hour. Y ou aatdh the pidure a once. T he light is fadng
The shadows are closing in. Familiar things are fading from view.

Theworldis like tha. Humaon history hos possed through gedr oydes. Each of these
hcs hadits lost hour.  And each lost hour hos krought doser the condusion of dl oydes ond
dl hours. The possing doy, the changng secsons, the gathering storm douds, are images of
the course of time.

Eath’s sunsef hour has come. Slowly the light wones.  Stedthily the shadows aesp
from thar ombush. Gradudly the colours de out of earth ond sky. T he sounds of life cecse
one by one. And in this hour of all hours, a sense of solemnity comes over the soul.

— Is this the end? What does the future hold? T he shadkes of dorkness degpen. Men
grope for theway. Storm clouds rise and humanity seeks shelter and security.

In the gea guidgbook of Him who made the eath is the answer to men'’s
questionings.  And May the reader find in that answer, here presented, light, ond hope, ond
shetter.

MOST STUPENDOUS EVENT IN HUMAN HISTORY

E VERY PERSON who bdlieves in God, every person who coospts Jesus Christ, every

person who would be counted cs a Christion, every person who holcs the kilde to ke God's
Word, must bdieve in the second coming of Christ in the very near future. T his is one of the
outstondng teachings of the Bible, which is the foundation of Christianity.

No dodrine of Saipture is more pronounced or more decrly stated thon this.  In the
New T estament done there ae more thon three hundred positive starements regardng the
second coming of Christ. Every writer insists upon it. So it is not amater of interpretation.
Wha we arededing with here is a matter of inconfrovertide fod.

Jesus Christ is coming agdn. Heis comingin our time. His coming will dhange the
faoce of the world  His coming will solve dlI the vexing prodems of humankind  His coming
will usher in on efernd kingdom of peace. His coming will mark the incugurdion of a new
kingdom ond the desolation of this present world His coming will mark the end of evil, sin,
and suffering, and the bringing in of righteousness, peace, and everlosting joy.

To some His coming will be "cs athief in the night,” ond they will mourn when they
view His appecaing. To others His coming will be the cuimination of every hope, the
redization of every desire. Now, before He comes, is the time to prepare our hearts for His
coming For whether the world goproves or not, whether men dessire Him or not, Jesus
Christ will come.

Study with me a little while, and see how absolutely assured this event is.

T he positive cartdnty of the second coming of Jesus Christ to this earth rests upon
the most sustontid ond dosolute authority the world hos ever known.,  Tha authority is the
infdlide word of Jesus Christ Himsdlf. If Jesus sddHe is coming agan the second time, that
done settles for ever the whole question of the cartanty of His refurn.  And Jesus hos sad
just that.

Just before His death, He sad to His dsdples, "l go to prepae aplace for you. And
if | go ond prepae a place for you, | will come agan, ond recaive you unto Mysdf; that
where | am, there ye may ke dso.” John 14:2, 3. Hee, in the worcs of the gedest
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authority on earth, is adea aut, unequivoad promise ond pledoge, the meoning of which there
is no possikility of mistaking. Jesus Christ Himsdf said, "l will comeogan.”

In the twenty-eighth verse of John 14, Heregpeds it, "I go away, ond come agan unto
you.” To the unbdieving Pharisess ond sariboss, just before His betroyd, He dedaed “Ye
shdl not see Me henaeforth, till ye shdl say, Blessed is He tha cometh in the name of the
Lord” Matthew 23:39. Replying to the questions of His dsdples os to wha would e the
siogn of His second coming ond of the end of the world Matthew 24:3), Jesus sad T hen
shdl oppeaxr the sign of the Son of mon in heaven; . . . ond they shdl see the Son of mon
coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory.” Matthew 24:30.

On onother ooaosion He sad to His dsdples, “The Son of mon shdl come in the
dory of His Faher with His ongds.” Mdthew 16:27. On the oaacsion of His trid, when
adured by the high priest, Jesus replied "Heredfter shdl ye see the Son of maon sifting on
the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.” Matthew 26:64.

In the Icst chopter of the Bilkde this same Jesus repeats three times 1o His servont
John this geat truth of His second coming  “Behold, | come auickly;” “And, behold, | come
Quikly;” “Surdy | come quidkly.” Reveadtion 22:7, 12, 20. Certanly every person who
aooepts Jesus Christ ¢s his guide ond teacher must, by this uniform testimony of his Mcster,
have aeded in his heat a convidion regardng the cartanty of the second coming of Christ.
These starements admit of no doubot, Jesus is comingagan.

Not only dd Jesus Christ mcke these plan, positive starements, gving cssuronce of
His second coming, but during His puldic ministry He uttered mony paddes in which He
foraefully presented this same ged fruth. He spoke the padde of the ten virgns. Matthew
25: 1-13. In this he admonished His people "Wdd therefore, for ye know neither the doy
nor the hour wherein the Son of mon cometh;” ond gppeded to every dsdple to e recdy for
tha ged doy. He spoke the padde of the tdents. Mathew 25:14-30. In this He
represented Himsdf & the “maon fravdling into a fa country.”  Before going away, He
cdivered into the stewardship of His servonts cartan tdents — tdents of money, influence,
speech, physiad ond mentd strength.  “After along time” — ond tha time is nealy post —
He will come ogan ond reckon with them dl in a find judgment. They will e required to
rencer on aooount of their stewarcship, o a result of which they will recsive rewad or
punishment accor ding to their works.

He spoke the padde of the faes. Mdatthew 13:24-30, 36-43. Here, planly, we ae
tfaught that a separdion between the righteous and the wicked will tcke place a “the end of
the world” ond the estddishment of His coming kingdom. He rdated the padde of the net.
Matthew 13:47-50. The teaxxhing here is that the find judgment is connected with His
second coming He spoke the padde of the forgven servant.  Mathew 18:23-35. This
reahes its aulmination af the time of the judgmnent andthe return of our Lord  He spoke the
padde of the |doourers in the vinegyaod Mdthew 20:1-16. Hee, too, the lesson is
regardng the future aoocounting with reference to the work of the Lord's servants when “the
burden ond hear of the doy” is finished, the Idoour cssigned is completed, ond the time of
rewad comes. He spoke dso the padde of the marioge of the king's son.  Mdadthew
22:2-14. Heretheinvitdion of the gospd is sent out cnd not answered 11 is sent out again,
ond mack lignt of. It is sent out with ged urgency, and good ond bad are gathered in; ond
the weddng is supplied with guests. Weddng gaments, regoresenting Christ's own
righteousness, are furnished the guests, ond only those wearing these ae admitted to the
nmarriage supper, those not having them being cast “into oufer darkness. ”

Soin padde dtea padde Jesus Christ set before the worldin His puldic teaching the
fruth of the coming of His kingdom, the find judgment of the world, ond the utimare
rencering of rewards and punishments.

Planly, then, the immutdde Word of God teadhes the second coming of Jesus Christ,
This ged event will yef tcke place. Nothing aon prevent its ocaurrence. Unbdief will not
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hinder it; opposition will nof prevent it; fea will not kegp it from coming It is predded in
the infdlible Word of God.

May we know if it is near? In chgpters to falow we will search the prophedes of the
Scripture on this point.

SUDDEN CHANGES IMPENDING

S UDDEN ond unexpedted changss in humaon offdirs are doout to toke place. They
will offect every person on the earth, Godis doout to tcke ahondin the offars of men. He
hcs done this on former ocacsions. But never on the sade now doout o e seen. His find
aaedings with men are now at hand.

Men look for ged chonges to toke place slowly.  Civilizdion advaonass with loggord
steps over the earth.  Humon enlightenment and advoncement are slow proassses.  Even the
church hos been decsived info thinking the kingdom of God will estddish world rulership
through palitics, and by slow steps.

Not so, however, will the next gedt intervention of Godin humaon dffdrs e, Deaades
will not poss info centuries ond centuries run on into millenniums bbefore we withess the
solemn scenes of the breckup of civilization and the end of the world.

Jesus is coming  Not merdly sometime, but soon. Heis coming quickly. Heis a the
coor. His feet ae on the threshold His haondis on the lach. Men may, in ther thoughts,
put far off the doy of His refurn. they may persist in saying it will not oacaur in thair lifetime.
But before long, ond suddenly, a change will come over the spirit of their deam.  they will
hea the voice of the Son of God ¢s it ralls through the earth, specking life to the Hessed
aead, but bringing terror and despodr to those who are living in their sins.

“Not slowly, slowly, like twilight;
Nor like the cald, cregping tice,
Or baque, from its distant offing,
Moving on o’er thewaters wide;
But instont! like sudden lightning
In the depths of a tranauil sky,
From east to west, in a moment
Thehavoc desaends from on high.

“the day of the Lord, it cometh
When the virgins are all aslesp,
And the drunken world is lying
In a slumber yet more deep:
Like the sudden lurch of a vessd
By night, on a sunken rock;
All theearth in amoment reeleth,
And goeth down with a shodk.”
— Bonar.

T he suddenness of the endis not out of harmony with the ads of nature or of nature’s
God These ae offen sudden, silent, unexpeded T he lightning stdos through the dadkness
with startling suddenness. T he thunderbodlt acshes without warning from the doud While we
saw the gathering doud, sfill the fiery geom ond the reverberating roa come with a sense of
infense shock.
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T he shodk of the earthqudke usudly comes without forewarning B efore men know it,
there is asickening tfremhling benecth ther fest, ond perhaos a ged aevasse opening before
them.

As it is with nature, so it is with her Sovereign, a God of both love ond justice. Sodom
ond Gomorrah knew not till the storm of fire suddenly fdl ond swept them away for ever.
T he hosts of Pharaoh saw no donger in pressing dffer the Isradites into the bed of the Red
Sea until suddenly those stondng wdls of water gave waoy, the cold waves dosed on them,
andthey sank like lead in the mighty deep.

The ongd of death on the possover night dd his awful work silently and unperasived
of men. Suddenly the wdl of death went up over the whole nation. Wherecs the proasss wes
stedthy, the result wos sudden, ond wos known in every hut, in every home, in every pdace
of the land.

The ongd that smote the scores of thousancs of the maled warriors of Sennacheribb
weos douotiess not seen by asinge guadin the vast amy. But 185,000 solders never woke
agan. Themorning sun reveadled the silent slaughter of the night.

Theae ae fimes when Death springs from his |dr ond auts down his vidims in an
instont.  Awful ond sudden adamities are bbecome common. Our eyes ae undde to dsacarn
the inviside sword of the vengeful messenger ¢ it quickly desaends 1o smite ond deave ond
crush to the ground. But we see the effeds.

Anonics ond Scpphiral litle dreomed how swiftly death would smite them ¢s they lied
to the Holy Spirit.

Herod wos on his throne, ond the aowd ent low to pa him dvine honours, when
“immedadely the angd of the Lord smote him.” The strokewas like sudden lightning.

Some years ago on adtor on astage had just spoken his lines, consisting of the words,
"There is onother ond a better world,” when he gosped for tbreath, dosed his eyes, ond the
curtain of death fell on his acting for ever.

“Life is short,” sdd a friend to his companion on parting from him on the ralwoy
plaform.  The tran stated, he made one misstep, and the next minute wos a monged
corpse.

A minister stepped into his pulpit on New Year’s Doy, opened his servicss, goparently
in good hedth, read the solemn text, "This year thou shdt de,” sdd a few worcs, stopped,
stoggered, and dropped to the floor, dead. His work waos done.

Soin the mickt of life we aein death. All doout us humaon life is bbaing snopped out ¢cs
on dedric light is sngoped off. Before men ae aware, the sonas of life are run, ond there is
Nno remedy or recovery. “For mon dso knoweth not his time: s the fishes that are token in
on evil net, ond s the bircs tha ae cought in asnae so ae the sons of men snaedin on
avil time, when it falleth suddenly upon them.” Ecdesicsties 9:12.

At His first oopeaing on eath, our Lord come “suddenly to His temple.”  All Isrog
were looking for Him. All Isrod were sesking Him.  Buf with Him in their micst, they knew
Him not. For thirty yeas He wos anong them, unknown, unpercaived  All the preparations
for His revealing were unrecognized.

T hen suddenly He wdked forth among men, daming Sonship with the omnipotent
God  Just o suddenly He come to His royd dty, His temple, ond His kingdom. Just ¢s
suddenly, when His fdlowears were entronced with Visions of kingy power ond eathly
gonceur, He quickly dsoppecred from the doodss of the living, ond went down among the
silentdead.

But when the powers of daorkness imagined they had conquered, fondy supposing they had
locked their royd Vidim seaurdy in the tomb for ever, suddenly He burst the bariers of
ceath, threw cside the bondoge of the gave, and come forth from His prison house. Al
heaven wos cstir with gaohess andjoy. But it wes the effulgent dory of heavenly angds, ond
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not the pomp or fraopings of earthly roydty, which wes manifested on that morning when
the mighty Conaueror, guarded by dheruim ond ponoplied by God, kroke down for us the
ba of death, ond went up to the right hand of the Mdgesty on high.  All wos unexpeded —
sudden.

So it will be when He comes ogan. Many sesk Him now ¢s dd Isrod.  But they look
for His advent to ocour in awaoy not waronted by the Bide, He will come bbefore most men
ae anare even of the nearness of His coming.  Even now the adestid world may, for cught
we know, be astir with magnificent prepardion.

Swift s the unseen arow from the wel-strung bow, the flaming chariotfs of Jehovah
will bear Him down the sky. The white war horses will come forth in badtle aray. The
widsspreadng  heavens will open, ond down the pated skies the King will tfravd in the
geaness of His strength. Down this pathwoy of the gory-glded skies the Lord of lorcs will
come, His faoe shining ¢s the sun in its strength, His eyes like a flame of fire, His form
dothed with the gory ond mgesty of the heavenly power, His voice s the sound of maony
waters, the keys of dedth ond the gave hongng o His side, His head aowned with a hdo
before which the sun pdes, His flowing rolbes more beautiful thon the rantbow.  Attended by a
splenddrefinue of shining sergohim, the Lrilliont boncs of ongds filling the gory-fleshing skies
from endto end, the immortd Conaueror, the efernd King, will come to tcke to Himsdf His
own.

How maopnificent beyond dI desaiption will ke this advandng pogeantry of the skies!
How sudime beyond dI mortd comprehension will e the Lord Jesus when He “shdl e
reveded fromheaven with His mighty angdls!”

His ongdic escort will have the speed of lightning The watchers will dscern the
tokens of His goproach, bout the aordess, indfferent world will not know, the widked will not
understond.

"Desalation shdl come upon thee suddenly.” T he spailer shdl suddenly come upon
us.”

Stedthily o the michight thief, sudden s a dop of thunder from the dear sky, the
Lion of Judoh will rend the heavens ond bourst upon the vision of on unprepaedworld “As if
amaon dd flee from alion, ond albear met him; or went into the house, ond lecned his hand
on awdl, ond aserpent bit him,” so cometh the doy of the Lord upon on unbdieving, ooy,
heedless world. Amos 5:19.

Who aon desailbe the terror of tha day for those who are unprepared? What walling,
wha remorsel  Everything will then e over, the prayer, the song, the sermon, the lcst ray of
hope, the Icst chonge of Paadse. There is only the Judge, the ged white throne, the
sentenae, "Depart,” the everlosting separation, the fiery Icke, the second death, the bHadkness
of darkness for ever. And there is no remedy.

A shout, ond the trump of God will sound out over dl the tfurmail of earth. 1
Thessdonians 4:16, 17. Afa out on the tossing oceon men will hear, gopdled, the dangour
of the trump of doom. Degp down in earth’s aavernous mines, where the toiler encs over
his work by the dm light of his littfle lanp, will suddenly daze the light of that flaming river
which rolls earthwardbefore the chariot of the Son of God.

Out on gory fidas of strife, where geat amies meet to rage in fumult ond to de, a
sound will be heard that will still the inferno of the aonnon’s roar, and asummons will go forth
more powerful than the voice of kings or dddors. Over dl the lend ond seait will be heard
All who dwell on theearth will hear it.

T he loud peds of the Archongd'’s trump will roll out over the doodes of the living, ond
through the restingplaoss of the dead  Men will look heavenward, ond see the coming King
His eyes will seach them o a pierdng ray, eyes that run swiftly to ond fro over the garing
and affrighted race, eyes thar are keen to separdre the precious from the vile.
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Virtue ond haliness will fear not, but rgoice gedly. But the sinful ond unpardoned
will frembde and quail before the Lord in that great day of God.

For now the sldn Lamb will be King the despised one of Gdilee is dothed with
omnipotent power. He holcs in His honcs the aesstiny of the whole world  "Behold, He
cometh with douds; ond evary eye shdl see Him, ond they dso which pierced Him: ond dl
kindreds of the earth shdl wailbecause of Him.” Revelation 1:7.

In view of that sdlemn doy, swiftly ooproadching, ond dl its fearful unfoldngs, what is
the pomp of the world, the equipage of roydty, the daezling wedth of the millionaire, the hdl
of mirth ond gdety, the honour tha cometh from men, or the wreath of fame? Wrath is
coming, wrath ogainst sin. And with this to e seftfled wha avdls liberty, plecsure,
enjoyment, ambition, dl the sdiisfadtions of life, dl the powers of mon, dl the attractions of
woman? Wrath is coming, the wrath of God Himsdf against sin.

T he fashion of this world will pcss away. The eath is soon to red like a dunken
mon, ¢s it staggers to its fiery audbde. T he heavens will soon roll together s asaoll. The
whole humon family is soon to come to the tarride aisis of the oges. Families, friends,
lovers, are soon to part, strongely, sadly, eterndly, and never more to meet.

B efore long the kingdom of God, the hymns of the blessed, the dty of Gold, the geen
new earth, the flowers tha shdl never know winter, and the sinless, endless clom of God!

"Behold, | come aquickly.” “As asnae shdl it come on dl.” "Behold, | come & a
thief.” "If the goodnon of the house had known what hour the thief would come.”  “Of that
coy ond hour knoweth no mon.”  “Ye know not when the timeis.” “In such on hour ¢ ye
think not the Son of mon cometh.”  “*Watch therefore for ye know not what hour your Lord
doth come.”  “Ye know not when the moster of the house cometh.” T ke heed to
yourselves.” “Watch . . . and pray alwaoys.”

These ae some of the warning words sent on before Him in His message to the
world Let them serve to kegp us dert, ond awcke ond warchful, dothing ourselves in His
might, grdng ourselves with His holiness ond dvine power, erecting our bonners in the fear
of Him who conauered sin ond Saon, deah ond the gave, putting on the whole amour of
God, and preparing for the marriage supper of the Lamb.

“Lest coming suadenly He find you slegping And what | soy unto you | say to dl,
WATCH.”

IS THE ADVENT NEAR?

T HE refurn of Jesus Christ to this world is soon fo tcke place. All doout us cre

overwhdming evidenaes of its certainty.

Two things combine to aeate the convidtion of the nearness of the refurn of our Lord
We have drecdy mentioned the repeated cssuroncss of the Holy Saiptures that Jesus is 1o
refurn. And there are dso prophetic utteroncss in the Bide, which tdl of the ocaurrence in
theearth of long-foretold signs of the times.

T he prophedes of the Bide regardng the lcst days are full ond complete. T he signs
predded by Christ ond His goostles s hakbingers of His return ae dear ond doundont.  Let
us look at them briefly.

T he bbooks of Donid ond the Revadiion are filled with striking prophedes covering the
centuries from the time of Danid ond John to the present. A study of these prophedes is
cdculared to bring the strongest convidtion regarding the neaness of the end of time.

In the second chopter of the Book of Donid is a prophecy gven to King
Nebuchaohezza in the form of a deom of a gea metdlic imoge.  This deom wes
interpreted by Danid. T he head of the imoge seen in the king's areom wes of gold, ifs brecst
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ond ams of silver, its thighs of toress, its legs of iron, ondits feet ond toes part of iron ond
part of Clay.

The interpretdion of this prophecy mckes dear the fad that the head of gold
represented the first universd empire, Badoylon; the brecst ond ams of silver, Medo-Persia
the thighs of brass, Greece; the legs of iron, Rome; the feet ond toes part of iron ond part of
clay, the modem nations of Europe today.

In the deam the image weos struck on its feet by a geat stone. T his stone was a
symbol of the kingdom of God, which is to ke estddished o the time when the present
nations of Europe are flourishing.

Necrly dl that wes foretold in this outline of the world's history hos been wonderfully
fufiled The very next stage in the fulfillment of this prophecy is the estddishment of the
kingdom of God.

In the seventh chopter of Danid is onother prophecy of the gear empires of the
world, between Donid’s time ond the end of humaon history. Here Bdboylon is shown uncer
the symbadl of alion; Medo-Persio, abea; Greece, aleopad with four heads; pagon Rome,
o amonstrous ten-horned becst; ond paod Rome, the opponent of the people ond truth ond
church of God, s the shrewd, powerful, aunning little horn, which would perseaute, slay, ond
destroy the people of God, and sesk to chonge the low of God  Here, too, the prophecy
doses with the triumph of God, the estadishment of God's kingdom over dl the earth, ond
the victory of the saints.

In the eghth chopter of the Book of Donid is onother gedt line of prophecy,
tegnning this time with Medo-Persia, which is sef forth under the symibool of araom having two
horns. [t is sucoeeded by a godt, representing Greeas; then follows Rome in both its pogon
ond popd phosss regpresented by a little horn which become exasedng geda. T he find
friumph of Christ ond His fruth is dealy ond gophiadly set forth in this prophecy, which
continues through chapters nine, ten, eleven, and twelve.

In the Book of Reveldion is contaned prophecy dter prophecy covering the Christion
ea In chopters two ond three is the prophecy of the seven churches, which covers the
history of the true church of Christ during the centuries of the Christion era, lbegnning with
the church o estddished by the opostles ond reaching to the dhurch of today, the whaole time
between Christ’s first and secondadvents being divided into seven periods.

In chopters five, six, seven, ond eight is the prophecy of the seven seds, in which the
reigous history of the world from the first advent of Christ is foretfold Begnning with the
fime of the goostles, when the churah wos pure in fath ond life, ond “went forth conquering,
ond to conquer,” the student is aarried through its goostcsy, the estddishment of the Pooacy,
the Reformation, the rise of the remnont church, and its find triumph.

In chopters eight, nine, ond deven is the prophecy of the seven frumpets, covering the
chief paliticd ond warlike events of the Christion era Hereis presented in symboolic longuoge
the brecking up of Western Rome, ond the fdl of the Romon empire.  After swesping over
the events of nineteen centuries, the prophecy contans the ominous worcs: T he nations
were ongy, ond T hy wrath is come, end the time of the dead, that they should e judged, ond
that thou shouldest gve rewad unto T hy servants the prophets, ond to the sanfs, and them
tha fear Thy nome, smdl ond geat; ond shoulcst destroy them which dsstroy the earth.”
Revelation 11:18. (See also Psalms 2:8, 9; Danid 2:44, 45.

In the twdfth, thirteenth, ond fourteenth chooters is onother prophecy covering the
fime of the Christion era It begns with the Christion church under the symbol of a womaon,
ond then sets forth the perseaution of Christ ond His people by pogon Rome under the
symbol of a ged red adogon, by paod Rome under the symbool of a ten-horned becst; ond
encs by deding with the rise, progess, ond destiny of the United States under the symioal of
the two-horned, lambdike bbecst, s wall cs the rise, progress, ond gorious triumph of the find
message of the gospd of Christ, the gredr threefold message of Revelation 14.

poge8



Chaopters fiffeen ond sixteen contdn the prophecy of the seven |ost plogues, which will
bring an end to the works of man on this planet.

Chopters seventeen ond eighteen contan addtiond prophedes of the dosing events
of humaon history, and the find fall of spiritud Balbylon.

T he dosing chapters of the ook reved the events of the millennium, the descent of
the Holy City, the fiery deansing of the earth, the destruction of sin ond sinners, the gorified
new earth, and the efernd reign of Christ with His people.

T he draumstontid particularity of these numerous preddions, ond their progessive
fulfillment through a series of centuries, auminating in the days in which we live, constitute
impressive and convindng proof of the neaness of the cdvent of our Lord.

When Christ wos on earth nineteen hundred years ago, He not only dedaedthat He
would come agan, but explaned how His people might know the fime when His coming
would be near o hond He forefold the condtions which would prevail just before His second
coming He gove signs, whidh, when they should copear, were to e understood s
habingers of the coming of the end of dI things. He told His people to wach. He gave
convindng evidence of the neaness of His coming  Indeed, dI through the Word of God
there is sef forth in the preddions of the prophets ond goostles the condtion of the world
and its various activities at the time of the ending of earthly affars.

T he present condtion of the world befokens that the end is near. T he fulfillment of
the inspired prophedes gives reason to exped very soon the coming of our long absent Lord.

In the twenty-fourth chaoter of Matthew, Jesus drected ditention to the signs of His
second coming  He pointed to the darkening of the sun. Vearse 29. It was fulfilled in the
remakotde Dark Day of May 19, 1780.

He foretold, o asign of His coming, the fdling of the stars from heaven (verse 29),
which waes fulfilled in the gred meteoric shower of November 13, 1833.

In Donid 12:4, Donid dedered that the time of the end would e a time maorked by
unpardlided running to and fro and an unusud increcse of knowledge.

This is certanly tha time. There never hos bbeen such atime o8 during recent years
for devalopment of humaon thought ond knowledge. T his is evidenoed by the marvds of the
present age which ae dl doout us. By these we know the predded inaecse of knowledge
hcs come, ond by the unpadided changes which have taken place, we know that the dvine
prediction has been fuffiled, and that we are in “the time of the end.”

Among the preddions which Christ made, recorded in Matthew 24, ae stadements
reding to the warlike condtions of the world ond the worldwice preparations for more war,
fogether with the distress of nations which naturally follows. Verses 6, 7.

Todoy, in fufillment of this sign, we have before our eyes a pidure of impressive
significonce.  Peace confarence difer peace confarence has been hdd, but wars have not
stopped Millions of men ae beaing ams. Hundeds of millions of pouncs are baing spent
fo maintan geadrer amies ond amaments; other millions in testing ond experimenting with
new inventions ond deviass ond equipment for wholesde killing sfill other millions for
sdentific devdopment of agendes for killing whole populdions; ond the worldiis just cs muah
on amedaomp ¢s ever. T hereis the same mdice, hatred, ond enmity in humaon hearts; there
ae the same intrigues ond scheming ond overreaching in dplomatic drdes; ond men ae just
cs recdy to fly o each other’s throats s af ony former time. wars ond rumours of wers
disturb theearth everywhere.

Another sign gven by the Lord is contdned in Mdaithew 24:12, where he sad,
“Iniquity shdl doound” We ae living todoy amid this dooundng iniquity. The world is
corrupt, licentious, walike, filled with strife, commotion, ond vidlence. We ae living in an
age of mord corruption.  Licentiousness is gopdlingy prevdent.  Crime is inaecsing a @
terrifying rate.  this spirit of restlessness, lamessness, onadhy, is not limited to ony one place,
but is spreading throughout theearth.
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Then there ae signs in the rdigous world that have been fulfilled in their time. the
rdigous devdopments in the lost days ae strikingy outlined in 2 Timothy 3:1-5. In
fulfillment of this preddion, we find in the rdigous world today just wha wes foretold —
sdf-love, covetousness, the spirit of sdf-prdse, price, Kosphemy, dsobedence o parents,
ingditude, unhadliness, dosence of naurd dffedtion, implacddlity, fdse aoausation, profligocy,
fierceness ond brutdity, hdred, freahery, redklessness, haughtiness, love of plecsure,
formdism, ond hypodrisy. a tide of vanity ond price haes swept into our churches, fulfilling
these ancient predidions.

Another sign planly sef forth in James 5:1-6, is the degpening of kitter rdations
existing between apitd ond Idoour. T his preddion states tha there will be on unpardlded
heaping together of the wedth of the world, ond a resulting dscontent omong the Idoouring
closses which will bring bitter economic laloour warfare.

Another sign outlined by our Lord in Mdthew 24.7 is tha “there shdl be . .
Jpsstilencss, ond earthaudkes, in dvers plasss.”  these, in fulfillment of this preddion, ae
happening doout us all the time.

Readng these prophedes ond preddions in God's holy Word, and withessing thear
fulfillment dI doout us, we have no doulot that soon, before long, and suddenly will come the
fulfillment of the fallowing possage, “Behold, He cometh with douds; and every eye shdl see
Him, ond they dso which pierced Him; ond dl kindrecs of the earth shdl wal because of
Him.”

THE BLAZING SPLENDOUR OF THE SON OF GOD

S OME doy, ond soon, we shdl withess unusud sights in this old world of ours. The
things predded in the Saoxed Saiptures regordng the dosing events of humon history will
soon be fufilled The worcs which God has spoken are not futile. T hey will come 1o pcss.
“Heaven andearth shdl pass away,” said Jesus, “out My words shdl not pass away.”

God hos dedaed there is a time coming, when the heavens shdl dgpat s a saoll
when it is rdlled together. Every mountan ond islond will e moved out of its place. The
foundations of the eath will gve way. The eath will red to ond fro like a dunkad
Skysagoers will adlgose, ond the dties of the nations will topple ond fdl.  The most
devostating earthqudke ever known will wredk destrudion over all theearth.

And then, admindting dl, the skies will dsdose their gorious Mdker. Some coy we
who often watch the sky will see a doud such s we have never seen before. We have seen
inky dack douds, ond doucks of snowy whiteness; douds krightly tinted ond mony silver lined
doucs macke krilliontly gorgeous by the dtergow of the seffing sun. But we have yet to see a
doud made mognificently gorious by the dazing splendour of the Son of God  We have seen
the morning douds s they have enwrgoped the dstont mountan pecks ond daintily aopped
the hillfops.  We have yet 1o see the doud which shdl enfald the awful form of the Mighty
One. We have seen doucs diven o8 chariots to aorry ran 1o the ay ond thirsty fidcs. A
doud will one coy ke seen that will e the chariot of heaven'’s King of gory when He comes
to refresh His saints.

This is no fondful aream, no aunningy devised fadde. It is the solemn truth of the
Word of God Nothing is more certan of fulfillment thon the preddions of Gods own
immutade Word.

Jesus is coming He is coming suddenly ond unexpectedy.  “In such on hour ¢ ye
think not the Son of mon cometh.” Matthew 24:44. When the wicked world is dreaming of
plecsure; when the people ae dl unready; when the fdse ay of "Peace” is soundng over the
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eath, He will come. As the bindng dare of lightning suddenly staos axross the heavens, so
Jesus will come. Matthew 24:27.

God poured out His Spirit on the doy of pentecost in a most wonderful waoy; but that
wes not, s some mistakenly suppose, the refurn of our Lord  From that first outpouring until
now the Spirit of God has been with true bdievers; but this is not the second coming of
Christ. T hrough the Holy Spirit, Jesus has been with His church for these nineteen centuries,
to dd, to comfort, ond to Kdess, in fulfillment of His gadous promise, “Lo, | am with you
dway;” but this is not His oft-predded refurn. He has sent many messoges of admonition
ond counsd in His dessed Word, the Holy Saiptures, bout this is not the second advent of the
Lord Jesus. His people have possed away in death through these centuries, andin aspiritud
sense Christ hos stood by their side in comfort, consolation, ond couroge; but this is in no
sense the fulfilment of the prophedes regarding His second coming to this earth.

T he same Jesus who was audfied the some Jesus who wes literdly rased from the
dead the some Jesus who sad, "Honde Me, ond see; for aspirit hath not flesh ond bbones,
ye see Me have” the some Jesus who, in the dear sight of His cssemided dsdples, wos token
bodly up into heaven ond recsived into a doud — this some Jesus is 1o return o earth in the
sight of all its inhddtonts, and in the same bodly form in which He went away.

When He dgpated, two ongdls taried ond sad to His dsdples, while they stood on
Mount Olivet watching His vonishing figure, “T his some Jesus, whidch is tcken up from you
info heaven, shdl so come in like monner o ye have seen Him go info heaven.” Ads 1:11.
And Paul, with equd force ond positiveness, dedaes, “The Lord Himsdf shdl descend from
heaven with ashout.” 1 Thessdonians 4:16. Not aspirit, but the Lord Himself. Not ceath,
but the LordHimsdf. Nof the Bikde, out the LordHimsdf. Not adspensation of Providencoe,
but the Lord Himsdlf.

T he whole heavens will soon flcsh with the awful splendour of His dvine presence.
"Heshdl comein His own gory, ondin His Father’s ond of the holy ongdl’s” Luke 2:26. He
“shdl ke reveded from heaven, . . .in floming fire.” 2 Thessdonians 1:7, 8. When he come
before, He wos a wedk bdoe in Bethlehem’s monger; when He comes ogan, He will be the
dl-conquering King Before, He wos “despised ond rgected of men;” now His lightnings will
lighten the world, ond dl the earth will see ond fremble. Before, He wos asaxifice, ond ded
on Cdvary; now He comes ¢ a Judge, sitting upon a “ged white throne” His enemies
aowned Him with thorns; now there will lbe on His head "maony aowns,” ondin their hearts
dfections His people "kxring forth the royd dadem ond aown Him Lord of dl.” Before, He
aome in humility and wedkness; now He comes in radont gory exaeedng the brightness of
the sun, and with all power in heavenaondearth at His command.

It is this thrilling, dorious, worldshdking event, which lies just in the future. How
evarything dse in the world sinks into insignifiaonae in comparison with the hope set before
the people of God!

THE MENACING FERMENT OF SOCIAL DISCONT ENT

THERE ae three worldwice devdopments which have come to be the most
conspicuous chaacteristics of our time. | dred atitention to these s convindng evidenass, &
prophetic signs, as foretoldcertainties, of Christ’s secondcoming.

| have reference o the worldwide sodd dscontent ond unrest; worldwide inseaurity
of ond peil to dl humon institfutions, governments, ond arongements; ond worldwice
ceparture from and doondonment of the old stondarcs of mordity, fath, ond righteousness.
T hese things shout from the housetops and the watchtowers thar Christ’s second coming is
nea af hand, even at the doors. We will study them in order, one by one.
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First let us consider sodd dscontent ond unrest. T he world is baing rocked todoy by
sodd dsaontent ond unrest.  While this is not a new thing in history, it is neverthdess more
widsspread ond pronounced todoy thaon ever before. It constifutes the outstondng
chaaderistic of this age. It is running through dvilized sodety like on infection, hedting the
dementd possions of men to the point of inflonmatory furmail ond outtreck. It erupts
evarywhere in periock of marked violence, It seizes upon people who formerly were immune
toit.

It is monifesting itsef in every sphere of humon adivity. It hos found voicss 1o spedk
for it in journdism ond literadure, s wdl s from the plaform ond the pulpit. It is troulding dl
the paties in dl states. It is fordng itsef on the atention of the most indfferent ond
heedess. It hos lbbecome a sesthing ferment in the mentd Hood of the world, until men aon
think ond speck of little dse.  The noise of the ogtaion ond damour regadng the
rdationship of wedth ond poverty, of rich ond poor, of aopitd ond Idoour, hos become a
dedfening din in theears of humanity.

More widdly over the earth thon ever before in history, hcs this ferment of dscontent
spread It is filled with geder menace than ever before. It has dothed itsdf with a new
power in the extension of the fronchise. T he dscontented have votes.  And they ae using
them. Discontent with the present economic ond governmentd order has gone beyond a
mere tumult in the streetfs. It is more thon a ay in the maket-place. It is orgonized It is
camed with power. Tha power is swift ond dedsive. It con e quidkly stirred to adtion. And
it adfs with such fremendous force tha even the leadars of the mcsses fear 1o oppose
demaonds which they know to be impossilde and unrecsonode.

T he centfuries-old murmur of the mosses against hard ond oppressive condtions of life
hos now swdled into the aescendo of aharsh, sinister, menadng roa of determined millions
of men who propose to tcke these condtions into their own hands, ond ruthlessly smosh dl
opposition. A fitonic strugge for mestery is on.  All the row dementd forass of humaon nature
are about 1o be unlecshed in the smashup of the world.

this widespread sodd dscontent will find no salution save in the refurn of Jesus
Christ. Ifs very existence in the world is on evidenae of the nearness of His coming, for dl
this turmoil end upheavd in connedtion with the present economic order hos loeen cefinitdy
foreseen and positively predicted as a harbinger of Christ’s secondcoming.

Under inspiration the Apostle James was gven a revdation of the tumultuous
condtions in the Icst days. He wrote of our troudous fimes thus: “Go to now, ye rich men,
weep ond howl for your miseries tha shdl come upon you. Your riches ae corrupted, ond
your gaments ae moth-eaten. Y our gold and silver is aonkered ond the rust of them shdl be
a witness aganst you, ond shdl ed your flesh ¢ it were fire. Ye have hegoed trecsure
together for the Icst doys. Behadld, the hire of the Idoourers who have recoed down your
fidds, whidh is of you kept badk by fraud, aieth; ondthe aies of them whidh have recped ae
entered into the ears of the Lord of saoaoth. Ye have lived in plecsure on the earth, ond
been wonton; ye have nourished your hearts, cs in a doy of slaughter. 'Y e have condemned
and killed the just; and he doth not resist you.” James 5:1-6.

Here Inspirdion cescribes “the Iost doys” o8 a period when there would e an
unpadlided heaping together of wedth ond trecsure. “the Iost doys” were to e marked by
such on amassing of wedth on the pat of afew s had never before bbeen seen in the history
of therace. This heoping up of wedth in “the lost doys” was to result from on unfar ond
unjust deding with “the ldoorers who have regoed down your fidds.” In other words, those
who had produced the wedth of the world were defrouded of thair just share of the results of
their industry. This is covered in the expression, “Ye have condemned and killed the just.”

T he prophetic pidure acaurardly desaitoes the present condtion of the world  Humaon
history has never before withessed such vost cooumulctions of wedth s are known todoy.
Never before has there been such a mad rush to mcke money auickly.  We have possed
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ropidy through the age of milliondres to thar of mulitmilliondres. T his is on age of colossd
forfunes. Thee is on unprecedented hoadng of tresures. Thae ae unpadlded
aooumulations and combinations of capital. there appears 1o be no end to humaon greed.

On the other hond, there has been a correspondng inaecse in poverty.  This wos
dtogether to e expected The wedth of the world connot e gathered intfo a few honds
without there resulting wont, suffering, ond misery anong millions.  As a consequence,
Ldoouring men, in order to ootan rights whidh ae not voluntaily gonfed them, ond to
seaure on adequate return for thar Idoour, have been orgonizing to protect themselves, ond
strikes, boycotts, and lockouts have resulted.

Laoour is orgonized Caooitd is orgonized T hey ae lodked todoy in atitonic strugde
for the supremacy. Wha dl this means, is pointed out in the worcs of the inspired Saipture
in the same chapter where the prophecy is gven. Counsdling the faithful people of God who
ae caught up in this furmail ond upheavd of dementd passions, James writes: "Be ye dso
patient; stablish your hearts; for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh.” Verse 8.

Thus aaurrent devdopment meets in full the spedfiadtions of the ondent prophecy.
this is the time forefodd These ae the devdopments foreseen.  this is the situdtion the
ondent prophet saw in vision. T his seething cauldron of worldwide sodd dsconfent meons
just one thing. It means that “the second coming of the Lord droweth nigh.”

PERILOUS TIMES ARE COME

IN our survey of world condtions cs signs of the refurn of our Lord, we come next to
consider the worldwide inseaurity and uncertainty in all human affars.

T he degp founaations of the world are baing convulsed  Volaoic forass are sesthing
and surging beneath our feet. Perilous fimes have come in all humon affars.

Serious o these times are, however, men of dear-eyed vision, of wide information,
ae dde to see in them only portents of still more perilous times to come. T he present unrest
ond confusion are only the mutterings of the coming tempest, the fremddings of the coming
eathqudke, the eddes of the goproaching whirlwind, the gdings of the avdonache of ruin
overhonging our world. Everywhere andin every socid stratum, thinking men are afrad.

T housondas of millions of the world's wedth were consumed ondlost in the World War.
Hunaecs of millions more have been dotted out in the aepression that hos followed T ens of
millions of men have been thrown out of work.  Unemployment hos tbecome one of the
serious prodems of the world 1T is the source of aoute dstress. [t is looked upon by the
statesmen of the world with goprehension.  The rdief proeds whidh governments have
created, provide only a temporary relief,

Waont ond suffering stdk among the poor, sowing seecs of revolt ond lomessness.
High pricss kring addtiond perplexity ond dstress. the poor are confronted with the ggontic
prodem of how to provide enough food to mantdn life.  Millions ae trying to mantan
hedth ond strength on on impoverished det. One by one, they ae compdled to rdinauish
the more nourishing foods, and multitudes are underfed.

T he situatiion is made still more aaute by inaecsed taxation and the deaecsing vdue
of money. Thee is aload of taxatiion on the populdion of the world todoy, such ¢ hcs
never before een known., And for money with which to pay these toxes ond o the some
fime sustan life, we have on inflaled aurrency, the vdue of which is correspondngy
diminished.

Looking chead, there seams little prosped thar prices will e mareridly lowered, or
that aurrency vdues will ever e fully restored  All the known economic forass ond vdues of
the world have been thrown out of order, and it seems unlikely thar they will ever recover.
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As the result of the dstress ond the economic upheavd, apadliticd ferment hos kroken
out in ond among the nations. Thereis adash of parties, goups, dosses, raoss, ond aescks.
Everywhere there is sodd dscontent. Now parties ae forming, and existing party machinery
is being reconstructed in order to change the present order of things.

Governments ae inseaure todoy — dl governments.  Nothing is stade ond sure.
Nothing is sustantid.  thrones ond empires have acshed into the dust. Crowned heass have
fdlen. Governmentd strudures ae foftering  Soddism, onarchism, Communism are the
vogue as never before.  They strain their eyes to catch the first rays of the “reddawn.”

Revdlt is in the vary dr. It penetrades everywhere. Y oung ond old are aarried away
with afreecom which is only licence. T his monifests itsdf in aress, in speedh, in condudt, ond
in dl phoses of human behaviour. Men fed tha desire is the highest low; thar there is no
divine tribund to whidh the humon will must bow.

All the restraints imposed by law, rdigon, austom, or even ordnary decency ae baing
cast aside as outworn, and free rein is given to every impulse and passion.

In the state, in the churdh, in the home, in sodety evarywhere, the spirit of
independence is manifesting itsdf, corrupting dl the finer things of life ond adling for the
storm of God'’s wrath to be visited upon a impenitent world.

T his dstress of naions, dstfress of indviduds, dstress of sodety, resultingin perplexity
ond fear, constitutes one of the surest signs of the fimes. Jesus foretold it when He saa
"And there shdl ke signs in the sun, ondin the moon, and in the stars; and upon the earth
dstfress of naions, with perplexity; the sea ond the waves roaing Men' s hearts fdling them
for fear, ond for looking cffer those things which ae coming on the earth: for the powers of
heaven shdl e shaken. And then shdl they see the Son of mon coming in a doud with
power ond geat gory. And when these things bbegn to come to poss, then look up, ond lift
up your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh”. Luke 21:25-28

The doy in which we live is the time to which this prophecy points. T he dstress of
nations seen todoy surpcsses that of dl other times of whidh we have heard, or seen, or read,
or known. Everywherein the world, among dI ndions, ond anong dl dasses of men, there
is dstress. Distfress, tension, oand hared in the rdation of ndions to one onother ae
incecsing 1N acoocordonae with the worcs of Jesus, these things dl doout us tfestify to the
positive truth that we are doout to “see the Son of man coming in the douds of heaven with
power and great glory.”

JUNKING THE MORALITY OF OUR FATHERS

T HERE is onother outstondng world development which constitutes a positive sign of
the neaness of the return of our Lord It is the worldwicde degparture from ondent ond
estaddished stondarcs of mordity ond righteousness.  this is certanly one of the striking
chaaderistics of theage in which we live.

Thereis adegpature, everywhere maonifested today, from the old stondarcs of mordity,
fath, ond righteousness, ond the acsting csice of dl the restrans tha have hdd the lower
passions of men inched.

With mony todoy, rdigon is mere philosophic speadldion.  With others it is the
performonce of relative duties. With others it consists in admiration of the kilde ¢s abbook of
literay exadlence. With ofhers it consists in bustle ond externd zed in good works. But in
redity, in nealy dl it laks life — that profound, infense, gowing life which so marked it in
exlier times. Therefore, itlacks simplidty, freshness, readlity. It is hollow and shdlow.

In Jesus Christ there is a redemptive energy, a dvine, eternd power. In Him men
tecome new aeatures. A new light illuminates thair souls, new joys tcke possession of thar
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heats. New hopes dlure them info the paths of righteousness ond peace. The world
ecomes empty, void, endvain to him in whom Christ truly lives; it loses its hold on the heart.
this dvine energy which devates, regenerates, and tfronsforms men is todoy iognored ond acst
asice by theeosy religonists of this age.

Professed Christions of todoy are perfedly a home in the externds of rdigon. They
rgoice in pompous worship ond ecdesicsticd caremonies.  Amid the splendour of Gothic
piles ond symbolic aosses, dtas, and images, tfrue reformation of heat ond life is ighored
the tice of vanity and price rolls on, untouched by the faith it professes.

Theinner life of the heat, the work of the Haly spirit, the renewing of the mind, the
begnning of efernd life in the soul, the new birth, the recaiving of the Word of God — how
much of such madters does the average churchgoer know? The whole rdigous life hcs
become for mony around of forms. It plaoss no restraint on unholy possions cnd amtations
ond dessires. All inword gace may e ladking, but if the name is on the churdch rall, that foct is
supposed to cover amultitude of sins. Externd forms are honoured, out the hidden virtues of
the soul — those divine energes wherey God tfronsforms sinners into saints — are ignored.

Fath in Christ may wone, the life moy ke cefective, inngr spiritud vitdity maoy e
laking but if the forms are right, if the professions are regular, if the sodd stondng is good,
men areacoepted as Christians — and this is all that is thought innportant.

T his very condtion, so signdly prevdent today, hos been fully outlined in the Word of
God, ond cfinitely pointed out cs on evidence of the nearness of the refurn of Jesus Christ to
this earth.  Indeed, the Spirit of God gave spedd emphacsis to this devalopment. Paul wrote:
“Now the Spirit spedketh expressly, that in the Iaffer times, some shdl dgoart from the fath,
giving heed to sedudng spirits, and doctrines of devils.” 1 Timothy 4:1.

Agdn Paul wrote: T he time will come when they will not endure sound dodrineg; bout
dter their own lusts shdl they hecp to themsdlves teachers, having itching ears; ond they shdl
furn away theirears from the fruth, and shdl e turned unto fabes.” 2 Timothy 4:3, 4.

Paul wrote agan of his dgoarture from the fath, of the sulsstitution of mere formdities
for avitd spiritud life, cs follows: “T his know dso, that in the lost doys perilous fimes shdl
come. For men shdl ke lovers of thar own selves, covetous, bocsters, proud, dosphemers,
dsobedent to parents, unthonkful, unhaly, Without naturd cffedtion, trucgreckers, fdse
aoousers, incontinent, fieroe, despisers of those that ae good, Trdtors, heady, highminded,
lovers of plecsures more thon lovers of God Having a form of godiness, but denying the
power thereof: from such tfurn away.” 2 Timothy 3:1-5.

Wha a acadogue of evil is here set forth!  And dl these evils ae to maonifest
themselves among church members, professed Christions; for the opostle refers to those
“having a form of godiness” — those whose outward profession is dl right, but who deny
“the power thereof.” They goto church, but they do not obey God.

In this fime so maked by hypoaisy ond formdism ond by dgoarture from the faith,
God hos aword of counsd for His loyd, fruehearted, fathful, ond sincere people. To them
the injunction comes, “From sudh turn away.” T o this waning, lef us gve heed While we
note the inaecsing gqoostcsy in the churahes, while we mak the perils of our times ond learn
from them tha we ae "in the Iost days,” et us kesp ourselves pure. Let our feet e plonted
on the Word of God Let our hearts hear only the voice of the Great Shepherd  Follow Him
done.

Turn away from the formd ond godess, the fathless ond unbdieving, ond turn to the
orade of God, to the Haly Saiptures, to Jesus our ged Inferasssor ond Redeemer. T urn to
where, perdhanae, only a few ae met together in the name of Christ, but to whom the Lord
says, "There am |in the midst.”

It matters not how few these may be, if the geda Immonud honours them with His
presence. It matters not if they meet in lowly plaocss, yea, even in the dens ond coves of the
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eath, if only the Lord is among them, for with Him is light ond life ond joy ond doidng
peoce.

Dak o is the pidure pdnted, forbiddng ond dsheatening o is the fadt of
widsspread qoostosy from true rdigon, remember that it is one of the signs tha our Lord is
coming soon to take to Himsdf His redeemed ond waiting people, and to usher in that efernd
kingdom of peae, justice, and righteousness that willendure for ever.

THE OLD EARTH’S PLAINT

Theearth is old, and time her face hath graven,
Her watchers sit with drooping head besice her gates;
She lifteth up her hands in supplicnceto heaven,
Looks out upon the unanswering stars — and waits.

“lamweary,” she saith, “of Time's slow, dull revolving,
Weary of crection’s travaling in pain.
Into the centuries deep gulfs my tears dissolving
Have mingled with the ashes of my slan.

“lamweary of the wrongs that cry for righting,
Weary of delusions manifold,
Weary of sin’s remorseless blighting,
Weary of the curse of bloodtoought gold.

“lwait for Life, to rouse my millions slesping,
And set the silent, dustHtoound coptives free,
To crush the power of Death’s relentless reaping,
And plant the seed of immortdity.

“l wait for peace, worldhwide and everlosting,
Not bought with strife of arms, but love's sure dower;
Not calm dead, inodtive, souHolcsting,

But peace with progress, liberty, and power. ”

So waits the earth while worketh the oldleaven,
Works out the closh of creeds, the strife of states;
Lifting her hands in supplionceto heaven,

She looks upon the unanswering stars — aondwaits.

— Selected (arronged)

A WORLD OUT OF CONTROL

THE governmentd machinery acarefully construded fo confrol humon offdirs hos
kroken down. All tha maon has been dde Idooriously o bouild up through the centuries in the
way of chedks ond lbdonass is dsintegating Nationd andinternationd structures assighed to
produce peace ond amity, have proved powerless.  Nothing tha men have been dde to
invent, no form of humon government, Nno arongement of humon genius, no scheme of
humaon devising, nothing within reach of humon wisdom ond dality, hos bbeen dde to prevent
the dreaded brecking up of hurmaon society as af present constituted.
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Civilization is doomed, and that within this generation.

This is not the hdf-locked, partidly consicered condusion of wild darmists. It is the
axefully considered verdd of serious-minded, thinking men, maony of whom hold exdted
positions among the statesrnan of many nations in the Old World and the New.

Clear-eyed but with a perplexed sense of awe ond decd in their hearts, they look out
upon aworld shaken to its founadions by the death ogony. T hey do not hesitare to dedae
that there is no way of world recovery short of a mirade — ond they ae frank to soy they
expect no miracle.

T hey bcse their condusions on the fad that something fa more devostaling thon an
eathaucke has jared the world out of its course, and is brecking to pieass. T he world hos
got beyond contral.  Physiadly, soddly, mentdly, mordly, commerddly, finonddly, the world
is moving in hopdess dsorder.  Andthe spirit of dsturbonae s, in its influenae, s wide cs the
world itself,

Like some ggmitic piece of infricdle machinery whidh hos been dslocated by
fremendous shodks, the world is begnning to acsh in had confusion. It ginds ond gadres
upon our eas in its tearride course. ond it is aadching up ond bearing within its mighty,
aushing whirl the torn ond Heedng forms of those who have vanly tfried to reduce it to
order, symmetry, and harmony. Civilization is feeding on its own flesh.

Disarmoment conferenass, regardess of the sincere dssire of humanity for aredudtiion
in armoments, have resulted only in enlarged preparations for wa ond inarecsed tenseness.
Peaoe confarenass have been powerless to reduce fridion and hdred between nadions.
Reparaion ond war-aaot conferenass only serve to make on drecdy hopdess situction more
desperate.

The Lecgue of Ndions hcs demonstrated its impotency on ocacsion ofter oaacsion,
ond thredrens to breck down dtogether in the faoe of a possibe, nay, probodde, outtbreck of
froude between the geat ndions of Europe ond Asia  Recondliction of the immutdde
viewpoints of the ged ndions is looked upon s hopdess. These naions ae more
hopelessly divided today thon at any former time.

Mordroriums on infernationd dgofs have only served to emphcasize the futility of any
hope that the nations involved aon ever sdtisfy each other. T he various internationd mestings
to solve world prodems have come to nothing  And men have come to despdr of ever
dsoovering tha aony method aon e goplied to compose the ndiiond, internationd, radd,
religous, economic, and finondd disputes which are hurrying the world to destruction.

Is it acny wonder, then, tha far-seaing, serious-minded men of intdligenace have come
to dexd wha a doy maoy bring forth?  Under the shifting soncs of the continents, other
civilizations lie buried, proving tha no civilizatiion is self-perpetuating.

Men who were wont to saoff a the idea of "the end of the world” are soberly ond
despdringy now foreacsting that it will kbring doout ifs own destrudtion by its complex
atifiddity. And on this dsfraded, nerveraked, ponicstridken, confused, dsordered, ond
despdring world, we aonnot ook without being reminded of those strikingy desariptive worcs
of our Lord, spoken nineteen centuries ago, in pointing fo this very time:—

"Upon the earth, nations in despar, s when in terror of the roaring ond rogng sea
men expiring from fear, ond opprehension of what is coming upon the world” Luke 21:25,
26, Fenton'’s translation.

No man of recson aon doult aon doubot that we have reached the time pointed forward
toin these worcs of our Lord T hese present times, these present perplexities, these present
dams, these present goprehensions, ae the times ond the events pointed 1o by the gear
Teacche ond Prophet,  And now tha we have reacched these times, what then? Wha ae we
to learn from them? What are they to meon to us? Is there ony word of cartanty regardng
the future? Yes, cear friend, thereis. T he Maoster who pointed to these times, dso explaned
theirmeaning. He said—
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“when these things begn o come to peoss, then look up, ond lift up your headks; for
your redemption draweth nigh.” Luke 21:28.

T his, then, is no time to e aost down. It is no time for despair. It is no fime for
pessimism. T he fruest optimists in the world tocoy are those who see in these dok ond
frouded days the harkbingers of a coming world of peace and justice.

Wha the Moster meont by the worcs, “Your redemption draweth nigh,” He maokes
Clear inverse 27.—

"Then shdl they see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.”

T hese things, then, this present frouded, restless, condtion of the world this fdlure of
humaon governments; this impaosside situation which hcs arisen; these irrecondldde ams ond
motives; this powerlessness of mon to order aright his own dfdrs; this imminent acsh of
civilization, mean just one thing.

T hey memn, with dosolute certanty, that Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is coming the
second time to this eath. He will come, acooomponied by dl His holy ongds. As eath’s
inhdoitonts look up, they will see Him coming in dl His dory, dothed with the mgesty of
heaven, on His vesture ond on His thigh anome written, “King of kings, ond Lord of lorcs.”
He will refurn to gather His people. He will kring on end o injustice ond oppression. He will
binddeath. He will rifle the grave. He will deliver credtion.

“Surdy | come aquidkly,” is His gradous word of promise. With hearts kroken through
our sympahy with the burdens ond sorrows of men, with unutterdde longng to hosten the
common deliverance of dll, our response is, “Even so, come, Lord Jesus.”

A WORLD MAD AND DRUNKEN

E XAMPLES of the swift ond sudden destruction of humon liberties on avest sade are

plaoed before us dmost ddly in our newspaoers. It is dtogether amazing how speedly the
achievements ond advancaments made in humon progess ovar a period of decades ond
centuries aon e made to dsoppea o though by the waving of a magdon’s wand  We ae
living in atime of rgpid chongess, when Idoorious ond aareful buildng through long years of
strugge aond at costly expenditure of blood and life, is ruthlessly destroyed overnight.

Nation dfter naion hos dsoorded representative government, ond reverted 1o dosolute
ddadorship. A ndiond aisis cevdops — confusion ond turmoaoil follow — a spectcoular
leader gopears dmost by mogc ond gains followers by millions by impaosside promises — they
place him in power — they consadlidate his position — they support him in conadling ond
removing dl olstades against the use of dadorid power — they make loydty 1o him afetish
— they mcke dsloydty to him trecson — ond they shout with scisfadtion when he procescs
to put down dl opposition, ond destroy dl the scdfeguarcs of constitution ond weall-ordered
civilized society as he gathers 1o himsdf the power of absolute despotism.

It is on dmost unbdievdde pidure.  After cenfuries of heartlrecking strugde ond
saxifice, dvilization wos emergng in the twentieth century into a condtion of stdality. The
liberties men had fought for during long yeas of hadship wae baing consolidoted
evaywhere.  Liberty of speach, of the press, of opinion, of cssemidy, of consdence, ond
freedom of religon, were coming to be everywhere recognized and estadished.

And now, dmost overnight, we see these things tumbing like a house of aarcs, dl the
gans of centuries baing lost. It is dmost ¢ if some superhumon dsspot, ongered to the point
of fury by the enlightenment ond progess humaon beings had made, had issued the order to
bring it all to nothing, and lesser humon despots leap to carry out his orders.

And these destructive movements devaop with a swiffness that tcke's one’s treath.,
Never before in humon history have such worlasshaking events token place so rapidy. The
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stupendous chonges now oaaurring before our eyes have never bbeen equdled in either ther
speed or their vast importonce.

More ond more the sense of bdaonce has been ost.  Everything moves with desperate
hoste.  Stupendous projeds, involving not millions of pounds, but hunareds of millions, ae
rushed through with little thought or plon. T urmail reigns everywhere. The worldis arunk or
nmad, or both.

Nothing so fitly describes the doys we live in & the worcs of an old, old prophecy,
aeding with this very time. L ooking forward to the ndiions of today ond dedaing that God
would send among them the aup of war ond of His wrath, on ondent prophet wrote, “they
shdl drink, and reel to and fro,andbe mad.” Jeremioh 25:16, R.V.

Drunk ond mad Yes, tha is on aoaurate desaiption.  Nothing dse will explan the
situdtion. Commotions rodk the world  Turmoail reigns everywhere. Blak douds of el
presage hang on all earth’s politiad horizons.

Mutud hatred embitters the rdations of ndions.  Sdf-aestrudive infatudion pervades
the coundls of the mighty. Feverish restlessness permeates the whole world  Men's farest
schemes result in falure.  There cartanly is dstress of nations with perplexity. Men’s hearts
ae fdling them for fea ond for looking dffer those things thar are coming on the eath. The
nations ae heaving in a restless fury, like the roaring of the sea in a gear stoom. The
machingry of dvilization hos suffered a shattering shodk, ond is dslocated It connot e
reduced to order. Theworld is drunk — andmad.

This is recognized by entirdy sane, serious-minded, thinking men.  Stanley Bdawin,
when Prime Minister of Grea Britain, specking to the Nationd Coundl of the Evongdiad
Free Churches, sdd "Having lbeen in infernationd politics for most of the time since the war,
| will not write mysdf down a pessimist, out | will say that a times | fed that | am livingin a
maahouse.”

T he dosing events of this worlds history ae upon us. They ae moving with gear
speed Thewah of God, like apdl of bakness, overhongs the impenitent world It is the
deoth warrant of a godless and impious race.

T he gea tempest of the wrath of God will kreck soon ond suddenly upon asurprised
ond unreacdy world T he find doom of areldlious raceis near a hond T he resistless might
of on offended God ogainst arace that hos kroken His low ond would have none of His grace,
will before long smite mankind from this plonet. His Word dedaes that “evil shdl go forth
from ndiion to naion, ond a ged tempest shdl e rased up from the uttermost parts of the
eath. Andthesldn of the Lord shdl ke o that doy from one end of the earth even unto the
other end of theearth.” Jeremich 25:32, 33, R.V.

Thereis no other prosped than this for asin-aursed ond otstinare race whidh persists
in sin. It cannot hope for life. Its impending and rapidly hurrying destiny is death.

"Behold, the Lord will come with fire, ond with His chariofs like awhirlwind, to render
His onger with fury, ond His relouke with flamnes of fire. For by fire ond by His sword will the
Lord plead with all flesh: and the slain of the Lord shdllbe many.” Isaich 66:15, 16.

"The Lord a thy right hond shdl strike through kings in the doy of His wah. He
shdl judge among the heathen, He shdl fill the places with the dead bodes; He shdl wound
the heads over many countires.” Psalms 110:5, 6.

All this will be prdiminay ond pregoaarory to making the world over, kringng in a
new order of things, estadishing Icsting ond worldwice peace, ond fulfilling the ondent
promises and prophedes of God regarding anew earth.

So the turmail of oldearth, s it posses through its death ogonies, does not offright us.
We see in these things the preaursors of importont chonges, the harkingers of God's own
eternal kingdom of pecce.
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Jesus Christ is coming the second time to this earth. T his time He will tcke over the
adominion ond rule of this plonet. Then our fondest hopes ond aessires will e met in the
fulfillment of the ancient prophecy:—

“there wos gven Him dominion, ond gory, ond a kingdom, tha dl people, ndions,
ond longuoges, should serve Him: His dominion is an everlcsting dominion, which shdl not
pass away, and His kingdom that which shdl not be destroyed.” Danid 7:14.

HIS COMING

I heard the evening bells,
With soft, low, silvery chime.
Wos it theecho of His steps along
Thecorridors of time?

O watchmaon of the night,
Reved the tidngs now;
Falls there not from the distant east
Light on a mountain’s brow?

Must swift destrudionbe
Precursor of the Lord?
It is the marked sign all may read,
Within His written Word!

His judgments sweep theearth,
By famine, flame, and flood,
His chariot wheds, where'er they rall,
Have left the fradk of blood

To those who watch for Him
With straining, earest eyes,
There comes an undertone of joy
To clear these clouded skies.

We've watched andwaited long,
Dear Lord; when wilt Thoucome
To lift us from this vale of gloom,
Andtake Thine exiles home?
— Mrs. E. J. Alexancder.

THE PROBLEM OF WORLD RECOVERY

T HERE will be no permonent recovery in economic, sodd, or governmentd offdrs in

this world until Christs return.  His second coming provides the only prosped men have of
pamaonent socid and economic security and justice.
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Every effort which men ond governments have made to kring doout recovery from
dgpression, has bbeen dsgopointing The worldis still drifting in uncertanty ond fear.  All the
wdl-intentioned plons of the world's ddest stalesmen have bbeen inocdequate to restore
confidenae or seaurity. New plans are bbaing invented ond proposed af a feverish rare cs the
old ones prove failures and are disaorded.

During the Icst six or seven yeas the whole world has found itself wondering ond lost
in albog of dgpression.  All ndions have been dfected  Every humon arongement hos fat
the shodk of dsloadtion. |t is saorady on exaggerdion to dedare tha every home and family
on eath hos bbeen influenced by this stronge, mysterious overthrow of dl the condtions ond
arongements with which we had become familiar and upon which we had come to rely.

All the institutions and achievements which men have Idooriously built up over along
period of years in dvilized humon sodety to scfeguard ond stdalize their present ond cssure
their future have proved oo weok and feede to accomplish their purpose.

Banks have dosed ther doors.  Trust componies have proved untrustworthy.
Red-sstate vdues have dminished ond dsoppeaded Commerce ond industry have been
terridy impdred ond injured  governments have been overturned  The savings of millions
have beenirrefrievadbly lost. Confidence in all the works of men has been terriy jolted.

Everywhere in the world the evils of the dgoression have spread High pricss, lowered
income, widsspread unemployment, strikes, lodkouts, mounting taxes, devdudtiion of money,
lost homes, lost fams, lost investments, unsdedde property ond produce, surplus  of
monufadtured goods, with dl their atendont hadcships ond suffering, have lbeen outstonding
fectures of these recent years.

Coupled with dl this ond naturdly gowing out of dl this, have been broken
confidenae, downright suspidon, gowing hatred ond jedousy and onimosity amnong peoples
andnations.

In dl nctions the leaders of the people have endeavoured in various waoys 1o find
meons to stem ond chedk the dgoression, ond bring doout recovery.  Governmentd effort
looking to recovery are dtempts to straghten out wrongs corredt sodd and economiciills, ond
kring things lbbak fo normdcy once more. The gedr word is “recovery.”  Their sponsors
usudly promise everything. Suah promises are usudly impaosside of fulfillment.

Notf becouse they ae wrongy infentioned do they fal of aooomplishment. T he toest
ondwisest of our leaders kring them forth. T hey have nothingin mindsave to hdp. They ae
not schemers ond infriguers.  Thar purposes ae good They desire good for thear
fdlow-men. And they do the best they aon. Thar best is not good enough. T he st that
any other group can produce will not be good enough.

There is something doout this whaole situdion which our leaders do not tcke into
aooount, whidh they leave out of thair reckoning It is this: Thereis thar o the roof of sodd
ond economic confusion, of humon wretchechess and misery, which no scheme or
arangement of mon, no paliticd philosophy or administration, aon ever remove o chonge.
And that thing which is the root acause of dI humaon ills, and which maon connot reach or ded
with, is bound, sooner or later, to bring every humon scheme of recovery to defedr.

It is not in maon to recover. T he thing that is wrong with this world, the thing which
producss dl humaon mdodustments, dl dgoression, dl wretchedhess ond misery, dl injustios,
dl unfdrness ond oppression, is not merdy lbad palitics; it is sinful humaon naure. It is not
merdly wrong governmentd arongements; it is wronglives. Sin is the root cause of dl that is
wrong in the world  And sin aonnot ke readched or destroyed by ony paliticd, economic,
socid, or governmenta arrangements which canboe effected.

Chonge humon environment o you will, chonge humon condtions of life, dhange
sodd ond economic arongement ond structure, chonge the government, chonge the whole
politiad philosophy of government, ond when dl that is done, you have not dhanged fdlen
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humaon naure one iofa And it is humon nature that is wrong It is humon nature that is
productive of all other wrongs. The tree isbad. The fruit is boundto be bad.

Maonkind, through the ages, has fried every form of politicd philosophy in construding
governments, from outright despotism through every gadation to forth-right Communism.
All have fdled Anddl that the ingenuity of the humon mind aon invent is bboundto fal. "It is
not in man that wdketh to drect his stegps.” Jeremich 10:23. It is not in mon to kring doout
recovery.

Mon hos demonstrared tha he aon ruin aworld  That is seffled  But he aonnot
reconstrucd a world  He aonnot regpar the ruin he has made. He aonnot bring doout
recovery. It took men only a moment to ruin the world  He has had six thousond years for
his many schemes of reconstruction. None of them have sucoseded.

He hos tried evarything  And not one thing has worked to bring doout permaonent
recovery. The worldis more wicked ond lamess now than it hcs ever been. Peaoe does not
reign anong the ndions. Misrule has not dgpated  Righteousness is not ruling the world
Injustice, oppression, and unfarness have not been diminared T he heat remdns decaitful
doove dl things, ond desperatdly wicked Oppression, audty, sdfishness, dgoouchery, lust,
sedtion, strife, hatred, ond murder are not eradadted, subdued, or mitigated They ae more
rifethanever. Theyrage on. They grow worse. And man has found no cure for them.

So dl mon's dtempts a recovery, d restoration, have resulted only in geder evils.
His atemptfs a progess have been doortive. Indeed, progess in evil, in diendion from God,
is the feature of greatest prominence in his history.

Buf this progess in evil has alimit. God hos set bounds which He will not dlow it to
pces. He will make the wrath of men to prase Him, ond the remander thereof He will
restran. A certan amount ond a cartan duration He will permit, but no more. Neather the
amount nor the durdtion is indefinite. They are nearing their bouncories.

When amon has exhausted his fesde atempts to repdr the domaoge sin has wrought,
when every recovery scheme of mon has proved futile, then God will tcke things into His own
acpdde honds. He will kring doout recovery which will be complete, effective,
comprehensive, ond suaosssful.  Where mon has fdled, God will succeed He will repar the
ravoges of sin, restore the condtions of paadse itsdf, bonish wrong ond injustice ond
oppression, and plant equity and righteousness and peace in theearth forever.

T he good is doout to dsplace the evil. T he bdessing is doout to take the place of the
ause. Thesecond Adomis a hand  With Him will come the kingdom ond the gory. He will
come with the doucs of heaven. By the destruction of the widked, He will overthrow
oppression, ondkring on endto aime. He will ddiver from this present evil world dl who put
their trust in Him, ond are obedent to His commondments. He will rifle the gave, ond tcke
His people to heaven. He will estddish everlcsting righteousness.  And on His righteous,
pecceful throne He will reign for ever and ever.

Thereis no othe remedy for aruined world thon this. Thereis no other prosped of
genuine recovery than this. T his is the one ged hope of the whole aedtiion. It is the only
hope of a sordy burdened world, which under Him will o Icst know the blessedhess of
righteous rule.

THE DIVINE PLAN FOR RECOVERY

T HE second coming of Jesus Christ provides the only hope of a permonent solution

for dl theills of humanity. Pdlitiad systems, no matter how perfect in theory ond conagption,
are inadequate and powerless to bring real and pemnanent recovery to the world.
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Sinis a theroot of dl the froude ond injustice cnd wrong in the world  And nothing
that men aon do will remove sin. Men aonnot be made good by law. No chonge in palitiad
philosophy makes a change in the human heat. Humaon nature is just the same, operates the
same, responcs to the same incentives, moves from the same motives, ond is ruled by the
same iniquity and sin, no matter what politicd banner it marches under.

Buf, thank God, the situdtion is not dtogether hopdess. God has sef His hand, hos
pledged Himsdf, to recover what haos been lost.  His plon hos o6 its foundation the gft of
Jesus Christ, His only Son, who acome into this world fo mest sin, to goople with it, to tcke
dl the pendty upon Himsdf for every humon being, to exnaust dl its venom ond mdice upon
Himsdf, to go down info death to mest its dread punishment, ond to concuer it.  And soon
He will come in doucs of dory, to tcke it dl away, desstroy it for ever, baonish it from the
universe. Yes, sin is destined to e destroyed.

Only then will full recovery e redized throughout the whole world  But even now we
may indvidudly redize some of ifs benefits in pardon for the quilt of sin, ond in ddiverance
from its bbondoge ond cominion.  Even now our lives may e yidded to ond governed by the
eternd law of righteousness set forth in the gospd of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Sdvdion, stating with the saxifice of our Lord on Cdvary, proposes ond promises
ond involves and cssures many wonderful things.  Summing them dl up we have this — fulll
ond complete recovery of dl tha wes lost by the infrodudtion of sin into this world, entire
restoration of Edenic condtions, the complete overthrow and dsstrudtion of everything that is
wrong or bad, ond the eternd estcdishment ond mantenonae of everything that is right ond
good  This cartdnly requires a chonge of authority.  Such a dhonge is contemplated ond
ossured in the near future. It is forefold for our very time in the ondent prophedes of the
Bible. Concerning the naions of today, God inspired Danid to write:—

"Andin the doys of these kings shdl the God of heaven set up akingdom, which shdll
never ke destroyed ond the kingdom shdl not ke left to other people, but it shdl bredk in
pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever” .Daniel 2:44

T he "God of heaven” will tcke over into His own monagement the mishonded offars
of this world He will “sef up akingdom.” He will put info operation righteousness, equity,
andjustice. And all that He does will “stond for ever.”

T here will then e only one rule, one authority.  All other rue ond dominion will e
put down. There will ke worldwide authority, a universd administration. T he goostle Paul
dedaes—

“T hen cometh the end, when he shdl have ddivered up the kingdom to God, even the
Father; when he shdl have put down dl rue ond dI authority ond power”. 1 Corinthions
15:24

“All rdle,” “dl authority,” ond “dl power,” othe thon that of God, is to be “put
down.” Tha is one of the first steps in dearing the way for the estadishment of the new ond
efernd administration.  There is o be no dvided authority, no limitation of rue.  No
mon-gopointed vicegerent will rule in Christ’s stead No religous laws or union of dhurch ond
state will usher in the coming kingdom. No viaxr will represent our bessed Lord He will
come in the doucs of gory, with dl His holy ongds, ond God the Faher ond Christ the Son
will for ever be supreme.

And then, and not until then, will righteousness preval over all.

"Becouse he hath oopointed a doy, in the which he will judge the world in
righteousness by that man whom he hath ordained;” Acts 17:31

It is when God's “judgments are in the eath” that “the inhdditonts of the world will
learn righteousness.” Isach 26:9. It is of the time when He estddishes His kingdom, tha He
cedaes, "Judgment dso will | lay to the line, ond righteousness to the plummet.”  Isdah
28:17.
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“And the work of righteousness shdl e peaos ond the effect of righteousness
quietness and assurance for ever”, Isaiah 32:17.

Injustice and oppression will then be eliminated for ever.

"He shdl judge the poor of the people, he shdl save the dhildren of the needy, ond
shall break in pieces the oppressor”. Psalms 72:4

The Lord, from His dwdlingplace in heaven, hos ofsserved the fdlure of man to rule
justly ondwdl. He hcs seen the oppression and unfarness ond audty ondinjustice of humon
administraions. It has move His heart. And He declaes.—

“For the oppression of the poor, for the sighing of the needy, now will | arise, sath
the LORD”; Psalms 12:5.

David has desaritbed that glorious time, and said of it

The LORD is King for ever oand ever: the heathen ae perished out of his lond
LORD, thou host heard the dessire of the humbde: thou wilt prepare their heart, thou wilt
aause thine e to hear: T o judge the fatherless ond the oppressed, thar the mon of the earth
mMay NO more oppress”. Psalms 10:16-18

One of the first stgps in God's plon is recovery from decth. T hy dead men shdl live,”
Isdch aied Isdch 26:19. "Mony of them tha slegp in the dust of the earth shdl awdke,”
Donid wrote.  Donid 12:12.  "The dead in Christ shdl rise first,” Paul dedaed 1
Thessdonians 4:16. T he hour is coming,” sdd Jesus Himsdf, “when the dead shdl hear the
voice of the Son of God” Yes, “Thehour is coming, in the which dl tha aein the goves
shdl hear his voice, ond shdl come forth; they tha have done good, unto the resurrection of
life; and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.” John 5:25, 28, 29.

At that time, thase who have bbeen dgprived of justioe will recsive ajust recompense.
*T hou shalt be recompensed at the resurrection of the just.” Luke 14:14

T here will then e such aredstribution of wedth ond of dI good things thar dI people
of Godwill not only be kings, but will actudly ke lifted to share the life of heavenly beings, ond
ceath itself willbbe abolished for evermore.

“To him that overcometh will | grant to sit with me in My throne.” Revelation 3:21

“And hcst macke us unto our God kings ond priests: ond we shdl reign on the earth.”
Revelation 5:10.

"Neither an they de ony more for they ae equd unto the ongds; ond ae the
children of God, being the children of the resurrection.” Luke 20:36

Never to de cnymorel  Think for a moment of a world in which there is no death.
Let the gory of it move your mincs. That is recovery indeed T hese bodes of ours, now
sugect to infirmity, dsecse, deaay, ond death, are to be chonged so thar they will never de,
never grow old, never become sick, never become infirm.

"For this corruptide must put on incorruption, ond this mortd must put on
immortdity. So when this corruptide shdl have put on incorruption, ond this mortd shdl
have put on immortdity, then shdl e brought to pcss the saying that is written, Death is
swallowed up invictory.” 1 Corinthians 15:53, 54.

These wedk, fesde, dsemsed bodes ae going 1o be fashioned onew, and macke like
unfo His own glorious body.

*We look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: who shdl chonge our Vile body, that
it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body.”  Philippians 3:20, 21.

These ae some of the things we confidently expedt s a result of the refurn of our
Lord. But they arenot all. Others will be disaussed in another chapter.

THE MILLENNIUM AND THE GLORY THAT SHALL FOLLOW
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ALL of earth’s horizons are dark with menadng storm doudk. 1t seems the very earth

benecth our feet is tremding in terror of an impending shodk of titanic force.

The hour of aisis is upon us, a aisis unprecedented in humaon history. T he world's
economic strucdure is adllgosing T he world's governmentd structure has proved inmnpotent.
Civilizaion, s we know it, seems staggering on the edge of a predpice, ond the edge is
crumbling.

There ae bewildering paadoxes evarywheare. There is an oversupply of food, yet
storvation stdks the strests. Thereis overprodudtion of dl commodties, yet destitution is the
lot of millions. Thereis more gold ond silver ond money thon ever before, but dstress is
found everywhere becausse there ae no buyers. There is mudh work o ke done, ond the
world of civilization is to be saved, but there are more unemployed than ever before.,

All the wisdom ond ingenuity of men ae futile in findng a solution. Prodems gow
inadessingy ond damingy worse. Men’s hearts evarywhere are fdling them for fear ond for
looking ofter those things which are coming upon the eath. T hroughout the entire race of
men the whole head is sick and the whole heart faint.

It does not require any spedd enlightenment to dscover that humon offdrs are rgoidy
moving o afind collgose. T he seriows literature of the day, the thoughtful pronouncements
of world leadars, teem with staements showing tha universd aatcstrophe is upon us.
T houghtful men ae tdking doout the “doom of our avilizaion,” “destruciion of life on a
oolossd sade,” “worldwide uprising ond revolt,” “doody revolutions,” “the complete ond
irremeddde adlloose of the world economic system,” ond “utter ond irrefrievdde ruin.”
Certanly this time is desaritbed with mervelous exadtitude by the prophetic word of our Lord
— “distress of nations, with perplexity.”

Shdl bdievers in Christ share with the people of the world in this fear? No, our
dtitude is to e tha commonded by our Lord, "When these things begn to come to pcss.
then look up, and lift up your heads; for your redemption draweth nigh.” Luke 21:28.

Followers of the Lord ae kbdden to rgoice, not a the dstress of the world, out
because in these devdopments that distress, they may dscern the ooproach of anew oge of
glory, long promised, and now about to be redlized.

T he popula fondes regardng the millennium s a period of peace ond prosperity on
eath, have no basis whaever in bibe teaching They ae mady the fondes of men. They
are not from the Word of God.

The millennium is not, s Mmony suppose, a thousond years of gory ond peace on
eath. Itis not on oge of progess. It is not on age of recovery. It does not result from the
conversion of the whole world. Not will the worldbe converted during that period.

On the contray, the Bide millennium will lbe on age of darkness ond goom on this
eath. It will be aperiod when death reigns over dl the eath. The doy of sdvation will then
have ended, ond the oy of the Lord will have bbegun.  And of this doy of the Lord, or the
millennium, the Inspired Record says:—

*Woe unto you that aessire the doy of the LORD! to what endis it for you? the coy of
the LORD is dorkness, ond not light. As if amaon dd flee from alion, ond abear met him; or
went into the house, ondleocned his hond on the wdl, ond aserpent kit him. 20) Shdl not the
doy of the LORD e daorkness, ond not light? even very dak, ond no krightness in it? “Amos
5:18-20

"Blow ye the trumpet in Zion, and sound on dam in my holy mountan: let dl the
inhddtants of the Iondfremide: for the doy of the LORD cometh, for it is nigh a hond A coy
of dorkness ond of goominess, a doy of douds ond of thidk darkness, cs the morning spread
upon the mountans: a ged people ond a strong there hah not been ever the like, neither
shall be any more dfter it, even to the years of many generations.” Joel 2:1, 2.
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T he Bibde nowhere teathes tha the whole world will e converted  In the padde of
the whedt ond tares, recorded in Maithew 13:24-30, 36-43, it is maoe very plan that both
the righteous ond the wicked are to “gow together” until the “harvest,” which is explaned to
e the "end of the world” At the end of the world, instead of the widked dl being converted,
they are to be cast into a furnace of fire, where there will be “wailing ond gncshing of feeth.”

The order of events opening ond dosing the millennium is planly set forth in the
teahing of the Bide. T he millennium will begn with the second coming of Christ. At that
fime there will e four dosses of people — the righteous dead, the righteous living, the wicked
dead, and the wicked living.

At the coming of Christ dl the righteous dead will e rased from ther gaves, ond
with the righteous living, who are to e tronslated, will e tcken to heaven. T T hessdonions
4:16, 17,

T hough these two dosses will ke acought up to meet the Lord in the air, they will not
remain in the air, as some teadh, but will go with the Lordtoheaven. John 14:2, 3.

In heaven dl the righteous will reman during the thousond years, or millennium. Sdd
the prophet: "They lived and reigned with Christ a thousond years.” Revelation 20:4.

It is pldn from this that the righteous will not be on earth, uf in heaven, during the
thousond years that comprise the millennium.

T he wicked decd will not be rased a the second coming of Christ. T hey will e left
unmaolested in their gaves. Their slegp will not e kroken a that fime, for the Inspired
Record says: T he rest of the dead (the wicked) lived not again until the thousond years were
finished.” Revelation 20:5.

T here will e two resurredtions — aresurrection of the righteous a the second coming
of Christ, ond a resurredion of the wicked one thousend years Idter, o the dose of the
millennium. Thus the millennium will open with a resurrection and close with a resurrection.

T he living wicked will ke dsstroyed at the second coming of Christ. T hey will reman
decd until the second resurrection, a the dose of the millennium. It is To the wicked living at
the coming of Christ that the goostlerefers in 2 T hessdonians 1:7-10: ™Y ou who ae trouded
rest with us, when the Lord shdl be reveded from heaven with his mighty ongds, in flaming
fire taking vengeonce on them tha know not God, ond that oloey not the gospd of our Lord
Jesus Christ: who shdl ke punished with everlosting destrudion from the presence of the
Lord, ond from the gory of His power; when He shdl come to e gorified in His sants, ond
to e admired in dI them that bdieve (oecouse our testimony omnong you was bdieved) in that

day.

From this plan feadching of the Bibe we dearly see what lbecomes of the four dosses
on the eath a the second coming of Christ. T he righteous dead will e rased, the righteous
living will e tronslatred, ond these two dcsses together will e tcken to heaven to live ond
reign with Christ for athousond years.  the wicked dead will e left in their fomics; the wicked
living will dl e destroyed a His coming, ond together these two dcsses will remain in the
prison house of death until the close of the millennium.

Clealy, then, during the millennium the world will e in a completdy ruined, wredked,
ond depopulared condtion. It is Armogeddon that will bbegn this slaughter. The feas that
men express today in our press aewdl gounded  Armogeddon is not only self-aestrudtion of
araze in rebdlion oganst God, bt it is the forerunner of the find overthrow that shdl befdl
all the wicked forces of theearth, a ruin from which there will be no recovery, no refurn.

During the time of the millennium there will not ke a humon being left dive. The
eath will be completdy depopulared It is to e a gear cemetery, its dead saattered over its
surface, unlomented, ungathered, unbouried. Jeremich 25:32, 33.
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Seven Last Plagues

Second Coming of Christ

Righteous Dead Raised Saints Possess
Safon Bound the Kingdom
Saints Taken To Heaven ETERNITY

First Resurrection NEW EARTH STATE

CHRISTIAN AGE Holy City Descends
LAST DAYS Christ and Saints Appecr
Widked Dead Raised
Safon Loosed
Wicked Destroyed
Second Resurrection

The millennium is the closing period of God’s Great week of time — a great sabbath of rest to the earth and to
the people of God.

It follows the close of the gospel age, and precedes the setting up of the everlasting kingdom of God on earth.

It comprehends what in the Scriptures is frequently referred to as “the Day of the Lord.”

It is bound at each end by a resurrection.

Its beginning is marked by the pouring out of the Seven last plagues, the second coming of Christ, the
resurrection if the righteous dead, the binding of Satan, and the translation of the saints to heaven; and its close, by
the descent of the New Erusalem with Christ and the saints from heaven, the resurrection of the wicked dead, the
loosing of Satan, and the final destruction of the wicked.

During the one thousand years the earth lies desolate; Satan and his angels are confined here; and the saints,
with Christ, sit in judgment on the wicked, preparatory to their final punishment.

The wicked dead are then raised; Satan is loosed for a litfle season, and he and the host of the wicked
encompass the camp of the saints and the Holy City, when fire comes down from God out of heaven and devours
them. The earth is cleansed by the same fire that destroys the wicked and renewed, becomes the eternal abode of
the saints.

The millennium is one of the “ages to come.” Its close will mark the beginning of the new-earth state.

Theprophetic desaription of earth is found in Jeremich 4:23-26 and Isaich 24:1, 3.

The utter dgpopulation ond ruin of the eath — such is the faribde dsstiny thar
overhongs this world  Not since the waters of the Flood overwhdmed the humon race hos
such a terribe and widespr ecd destruction been known to man.

T he fulfillment of these dvine preddions is hurrying on goace. the wrath of God, like
apdl of Hakness, overhangs the impenitent world It is the death warraont of a godess ond
impious race.

“For, behold, the LORD will come with fire, ond with his chariots like a whirlwind, to
rencer his onger with fury, ond his retouke with flomes of fire. For by fire ond by his sword will
the LORD plead with all flesh: and the slain of the LORD shall be many. Isaich 66:15, 16.

This gea tempest of the wrath of God will breck suddenly upon a surprised world
Like afurious tornado the storm of the wrath of on offended God will burst upon those who
have despised His mercy.

The ged ond mighty, the noldes ond princss, ae adled upon to howl ond mourn
over their impending ruin. Jeremich 25: 34, 35.
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It is the find doom of the retdlious race, which will e dsstroyed from the faoe of the
eath. Psalms 21: 8-10.

From the desaipfion which the prophets have gven of the eath during the
millennium, we dscover that there will be awoste ond dssolare wilderness. T he righteous will
ke in heaven. The widked will dI be decd T he dties of eath will be broken down a the
presence of the Lord  All the works of men will e destroyed  Darkness will cover the earth.,
Thebodes of thedead will be fromn one end of theearth to the other end.

It is the earth in this condtion that is adled “the lbottomless pit” into which Saton will
e acst bound  Revddtion 20:1-3. Here in this dessdlate earth, with its dties kroken down
ond its whole expaonse become a geat ruin, without any of the humaon roce left, Saon will e
compelled to stay for a thousond years.

The age of gory on this eath will not e during the millennium. It will follow the
millennium. T his desolatre eath is to e maoe new. We read the dorious truth of the
condtions then to prevdl in Reveldion 21:1-4. Nothing we have seen or heard or thought
here can compare with the splendours of this coming kingdom of Christ.

During the thousond years of the millennium the earth had been desoldre. T he dties
were broken down a the second coming of Christ.  ther ruins have been the scenes of
Safon’s caoptivity.

The people of God will ke in heaven during the millennium. At its dose they will
come badk 1o the earth with the New Jerusdem, for it is written, “I John sow the haly dty,
New Jerusdem, coming down from God out of heaven, prepared o8 a bride adorned for her
husbond” Reveldtion 21:2. The millions of widked will then ke raised to life agan. the word
of Saipture is: "The rest of the dead (the wicked) lived not ogan until the thousond years
werefinished . . . Andwhen the thousoncs yecrs are expired, Saon shdl e loosed out of his
prison, ond shdl go out to decaive the ndions which ae in the four quarters of the earth,
Gog ond Mogog, to gather them together to battle of whom is ¢s the sond of the sea And
they went up on the breadth of the earth, ond compossed the comp the comp of the sants
coout, ond the bdoved dty: ond fire come down from God out of heaven, ond cevoured
them.” Revelation 20:5-9.

With his amies Saon makes a aesperate ond futile atempt to overthrow the aty of
God T he fire of Godwill not only consume Saton ond dl the wicked, but will mdt the earth,
purifying it of every evil thing 2 Pefer 3:10; Mdachi 4:1-3. And from the cshes of this old
eath, God will aedte anew eath. The face of ndure will be renewed  Verdure will spring
forth over dl the ruined earth, now to e gorified Even those plaoss which have been desert
ond weste ond adreary will ke purified  And this is to e the dwelling-place of God's people for
ever. Theirocauponcy here is desailbedin Isaiah 65:21, 22,

T he infirmities ond deaay of mon will be o on end  the eyes of the Kind ae fo be
opened The ears of the dedf are to ke unstopped  Lame men cre to lecp o the hat, ond
the dumb are to sing. Isaich 35: 5, 6.

T here will be no more fegdeness of the physiad powers. T he dreaded on-aegping of
od age will not impadr the faadties. There will e dooundng hedth, thrilling vigour,
unimpared strength, more doundont life, os the millenniums roll on and on, ond there will e
an abidng confidenae that it will always be so.

The axpitd of this gorified new eath is to e the New Jerusdem. Wha' a aty it is!
Nothing that eath has known aon bbe compaed with it.  Turn ond read the desaiptfion in
Reveldtion 21:9-27 — adssaiption which thereis no recson to understondin ony out aliterd
We V2

And these gorious privileges ond plecsures will continue, ond inaecse, and become
more enjoydde ¢s the oges rall. T hey will never e removed, ond immortdity will endde men
to partidpdre in them through the oges.
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"For o the new heavens ond the new earth, which | will mcke, shdl remadn before
me, saith the LORD, so shall your seed and your name remain. Isciah 66:22, 23.

Not only the new earth, but dso God's people, will renan. And thair chief joy will e
in worship,  Sadoath offer Sadoath they will come from their homes 1o worship before the
Lord, uniting in prase ond profound gatitude for His goodness ond mercy in bringng them
info the peace and safety and gladness of this glorious land.

"Blessed,” indeed, “are they that do His commondments,” woshing their roloss in His
righteous, predous, and saving bood, “that they may have right to the tree of life, ond may
enter in through the gates into the city.” Revelation 22:14.

THE RESTORATION COMPLETE

T HRILLING ond inspiring o6 ae the devdopments dready dsaussed, which will

follow the second coming of Christ, there are others of like nature which we now present.

T he earth itsdf will be completdy renewed, renovated, deonsed of sin, made over info
on entirdy new earth. This is cssured under God's benign rule. His promise is, "Behold, |
create new heavens and anew earth.” Isaiah 65:17.

And “we, aooordng to His promise, look for new heavens ond a new eath, wherein
dwelleth righteousness.” 2 Peter 3:13.

“lsaw anew heaven and anew earth.” Revelation 21:1.

And "“the meek shdl inherit the earth; ond shdl ddight themselves in the doundonae of
peoce” Psalms 37:11.

In this new eath, where righteousness ond peace ddcde, there will be plecsont,
homelike joys and occupations.

*T hey shdl build houses, ond inhaait them; and they shdl plont vineyads, ond eat the
fruit of them. . . .Mine elect shall long enjoy the work of theirhands.” Isaiah 65:21, 22.

Peace ond seaurity, quiethess ond cssuronce for ever, will be chaaderistics of the
coming kingdom.

"My people shdl dwell in a peacedde hddtaion, ond in sure dwdlings, ond in quief
resting-places.” Isaiah 32:18.

Every person “shdl ke in rest, ond be quiet, ond none shdl mdcke him drad”
Jeremiah 30:10.

"And they shdl no more ke a prey 1o the heathen, neither shdl the becst of the lond
devour them; but they shall dwell safely, and none shall make them afraid.” Ezekiel 34:28

"But they shdl sit every mon under his vine ond under his fig tree; ond none shdl
make them afraid: for the mouth of the LORD of hosts hath spoken it.” Micah 4:4

There will be no more crime, no violenae, no accidents, no wasting, no destrudion.

"Viodence shdl no more ke head in thy lond, wosting nor destruction within thy
borders; but thou shalt call thy walls Salvation, and thy gates Praise.” Isaiah 60:18

T here will be no sickness there. Disecse of every kind will e conauered ond doolished
for ever.

*The inhadditant shdl not say, | am sick.” Isaich 33:24.

And decth, sorrow, pan, ond aying will be for ever in the post, unknown in God's
kingdom.

"And God shdl wipe awoy dl tears from ther eyes; ond there shdl e no more decth,
neither sorrow, nor aying, nether shdl there be any more pan: for the former things ae
passed away.” Revelation 21:4

Now to sum it dl up, let us look a the whole of this dvine progamme. Let us
examine all that God plans, and proposes, and promises when His government is estadished.
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Nothing that mon has done or aon do lbears any comparison with it. Nothing we have
seen or heard or thought aon equd it.  All the proposds and promises of men pde ond gow
dm dongsice it. Wha God will bring doout exasecs even our most extended imoginings.
The things He has preparedhave not entered into the heart of man.

The earth will be made new. Not one country, one contfinent, one hemisphere, out
the whole earth.  All the misery, wretchedhess, sin, vidlence, terror, injustice, ond oppression
willbe gone for ever.

Sodd ond pdliticd condtions will be made new. A redstribution of wedth will be
mace, until every mon is a king  There will ke sodd justice ond equity in dl humon
rdationships, with dosolute seaurity, peace, auiethess, ond permonent safety ond cssuronce,
The inhdadtonts will be dl righteous.  Sin ond the aurse will ke gone for ever. The former
things are passed away.

Our bodes will be made new. The bodes we have now ae suged to iliness, pan,
deay, death, ond dsintegatiion.  They ae ecsily injured, dsorgonized, destroyed Disecse
feeds on them, dims their eyes, dulls their ears, disaranges all their functions.

Not so with the new lbody, the resurrection body. No dsecse will ever sqo its strength.
No death will ever dsintegadre its patides. T he possage of time will leave no mark upon it.
The aesgping on of age will never bow it down. It is incorruptide. T he forass of eternd
youth areinit. The energes of the etlernd God are impatedtoit. It will never fed pan. It
will never grow oldandfeede. It will never die. It iseternd, immortd, incorruptible.

And we cannot even imagine the powers of the new life.

Our bodes will then fronscend the limitations tha hondaop them now.  No wedkness,
no deformity, no limitation of space or of movement will hamper them.  As is the resurrection
body of Jesus so will our bodes be.,

For He “shdl dhange our vile body, thar it maoy e fashioned like unto His gorious
body.” Philippians 3:21.

And “we shdl be like Him; for we shdl see Him asHe is.” 1 John 3:2.

All our faaulties will e rdsed to the highest power. T here will be no more fegdeness
of the physiad powers, no more deaded on-aegping of old age, impdring our faoulties.
Aboundng hedth, thrilling vigour, unimpaired strength, more doundont life will e ours s the
millenniums roll on and on.

Eyes that were Kind here will e opened, ears tha were dedf here, unstopped
Tongues tha were dumb here will e unloosed, limis that have been aippled here, made
whole. Truly, the people of God “shdl obtdn joy ond gadhess, ond sorrow and sighing shdl
fleeaway.” Isaich 35:10.

T here will be no need for life insuranas; there will ke no death. T here will be no need
for dd-oge insuronce; there will be no old oge. “For s the days of atfree are the doys of My
people, ond Mine dedt shdl long enjoy the work of thar hancs.” Isdoh 65:22. There will e
No need of hedth insuronce, for there will e no sickness; No Nneed of aoddent insuronce, for
there will be no acddents. T here will be no need of theft ond fire insuranas; there will e no
robery, no fires. We will not need unemployment insuronce. T he service of God will employ
dl for ever. None will need seaurity insuronce.  Sdfety ond auietness will preval dways.
There will be Nno need of storm ond lightning insuronce, for waosting ond violence ond
destruction will have given place to security and peaoce and assuronce.

No more depression will there e, no more dams, N0 more unecsiness or fear, No
falures, no poverty, no injustice, NO oppPression, No unfarness, nothing to molest, nothing to
maoke ofrdd, no more tears, sorrows, or aying, No more pan, No more death.  Sin and the
curse will be gone for ever. The former things will have passed away.

No freezing cold will mar that lond T here will e no burning hedr, no goomy douds,
no darkness of Nnight, No wasting sickness, No aud padn, No gaveyads, no pating with loved
ones, No temptations, No sin.
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There will e the waving of pdms of vidory, ond prdse, ond rest, and dory, ond
auietness, ond conficence, and cssurance, ond scfety evermore, world without end Fulfilled
then will e the ondent oath of Goad  “As truly ¢s | live, dl the earth shdl be filled with the
glory of the Lord.” Numbers 14:21.

It will not e dffiault then to exdam: “the lines are fdlen unto me in plecsant plaoss;
yeaq, | have agoodly heritage.” Psalms 16:6.

T o God, whois now preparing dl this for His people, we will sing “In T hy presence is
fullness of joy; at Thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore.” Psalms 16:11.

As our hearts thrill a the contemplation of this coming kingdom, ond s we medtate
on the infinite goodhess of God in making such a future posside, lef us remind you that dl
these dorious prospects ae for the followers of God, the sants of Christ. They aconnot e
damed, nor the future life recsonddy e expedted, by those who have not, ond who will not,
surrencer themselves to, and accept the salvation of, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Even now every person is prepaing for a havest of gory or a harvest of shame.
Even now everyone is deddng whether he will e in the new eath we have been studying
coout. Our indvidud future is in the making now. “For he tha soweth to his flesh shdl of
the flesh recp corruption; but he tha soweth to the Spirit shdl of the Spirit recp life
everlasting.” Galatians 6:8

Thae is no cheding the havest, dea friend Wha ae you hoping of that
resurrection aoy? Eternd life ond efernd ceath are placed before you.  If your mortd body is
quickened to life in the resurrediion when Jesus comes, it will loe bbeaause your living spirit hcs
been aquickened now by the Spirit of the Lord.

May you know the “power of His resurredion” now in bbaing gven life, ond may the
Lord Jesus Christ auicken you who are dead in fresposses and sins, that you may live His life
here in the conquest of sin, as well as hereafter, following the conguest of death.

T o everyone comes the gadous invitaion:  “And the Spirit ond the kride say, Come.
Andlet him tha heareth say, Come. And let him tha is athirst come. And whosoever will, let
him take the water of life freely.” Revelation 22:17.

The dtizens of the new eath ae baing reauited now. ther fitness for life in God's
kingdom is being determined now. The eternd destiny of all is beingdedded now.

Christ hcs come to seek endto save the lost. He hos sought you. He hos found you.
May God hdp you to lef Him save you. He offers you efernd life. He offers you on eternd
home. He offers you all that I have so feedy and incdequately set before you.

He has died for your sins. He will pardon them if you wil accept that death.

He hos tcken your quilt ond your punishment, if you will now recsive Him s you
Substitute.

He hos aonadled the sentence of the law against you. He will lift that sentence from
your soul if you will now aooept His saxifices He hos purchesed efernd life for you, He will
confer it upon you if you will now surrender yourself to Him.

He hos prepared on efernd home for you in the new earth. He will convey to you the
fitledeed, and give you an abundont enfrance into it, if you will now follow Him in obbedence.

T he time of the eternd kingdom is nearly here. It will not ke long ddayed “Surdly |
come aquickly,” sad Jesus.  Will you not now reply with gad ond ecger heart, “Even so, come,
LordJesus.” Revelation 22:20.
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ALMOST HOME

We are sailing into hartour,
Sailing o’'er a trouded seq;
Storms and tempests swesp around us,
Shods and rocks are on the lee.
With our chart and log and composs,
Held by faith’s dead reckoning,
Homewar dbound we're swiftly sailing
To the city of the King.

We are sailing into hartoour,
Brothers, hear the Lorddedare,
There will be no griefs nor sorrows,
No more trids, no more care,

No more pain and no more crying—
Listen, for the Saviour saith,

No more sickness, no more suffering,
No more parting, no moredeath.

We are sailing into hartour,
And from out the golden gate
We canhear the angd’s vespers
As the storms of lifedoate.
Golden glories from the city
Slont athwort the heavenly dome,
And eachbdmy sunset zephyr
Whispers, “"One day nearer home.”
—R. Kelso Carter.
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